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Heads of Workplace Safety Authorities meet in Gold Coast
15 September 2010

The Heads of Workplace Safety Authorities (HWSA) met in the Gold Coast on 
15 September 2010 in conjunction with the Australian and New Zealand OHS Inspectors Forum, to progress work in preparation for the implementation of the new work health and safety legislation.

Ongoing work has been progressed by the Regulators’ Harmonisation Project, to support jurisdictions and Inspectors prepare for the implementation of the new work health and safety legislation. The main focus of discussion at this meeting centered on regulator discretionary powers, infringeable offences and HSR training. Members clarified a number of issues raised regarding these work items, with further work required by the Regulators’ Harmonisation Project.
HWSA members further discussed planning details regarding the proposed People Leaders Forum which is anticipated to be run in mid 2011. The forum will provide an opportunity for one common message to be delivered to regulator senior managers regarding the new work health and safety legislation.

Members noted progress being made by the National Workplace Inspector Training and Development Reference Group, who are working in collaboration with the Regulators’ Harmonisation Project to ensure the training needs of regulator inspectors’ are met in preparation for the implementation of the new work health and safety legislation.
It was also agreed that jurisdictions would work together to develop an occupational violence prevention guide. This body of work will be led by WorkSafe Victoria.
It is anticipated that the next HWSA meeting will be held in late November/early December 2010.
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